Chicago's communities also feel the positive and lasting impact of After School Matters programs. Through collaboration with our public partners and community organizations, After School Matters leverages resources to maximize teen opportunities. Our programs also leave lasting, positive impacts by bettering the communities they serve and beautifying neighborhoods with public artwork created by teens. For example, in April 2008, After School Matters teens completed a mural at Chicago's 16th District Police Station that pays tribute to landmarks in the Jefferson Park neighborhood. This is just one of hundreds of After School Matters projects all over the city that make our communities more colorful places to live. During a very trying economic time, our supporters, public partners, staff, community organizations, and independent instructors have been unwavering in their dedication to keeping Chicago teens safe, engaged, and working towards a positive and productive future. We look forward to your continued partnership and support in the coming year.
Sincerely,
David Sinski

The Impact of Our Work
After School Matters is enriching the lives of Chicago teens through the delivery of high-quality out-ofschool time programming. As part of this ongoing commitment to excellence, we participate in independent research that evaluates the effectiveness of our programs and services. After School Matters programs have been evaluated by several top researchers and the findings have been used to continuously enhance and strengthen the organization's work.
One example of this commitment is the research that University of Chicago conducted on After School Matters programs. Researchers followed a group of Chicago Public School high school students for four years and examined the impact of several semesters of participation in After School Matters apprentice programs. The findings concluded that:
Students who participated in After School Matters had better school attendance than students who did not; Students who participated in After School Matters failed fewer courses than students who did not; and Students who participated in After School Matters graduated from high school at higher rates than other students.
After School Matters programs have also been evaluated by Dr. Robert Halpern, a nationally-recognized authority on youth development at the Erikson Institute. For two years, Dr. Halpern documented the activities of teens and instructors in After School Matters apprentice programs. The findings concluded that After School Matters programs:
Produce positive effects in several areas such as improving teens' abilities to work in groups and to experience personal growth;
Teach students not only about the specific discipline that was the focus of their apprenticeship (e.g. arts, technology), but also about how to approach tasks related to the discipline, such as conducting research or envisioning the end product; and Enhance students' knowledge of various vocational skills such as how to apply and interview for a position, the importance of regular and prompt attendance, and guidelines for appropriate behavior.
Additionally, investing in after-school programs provides much-needed jobs, and in this tough economy, we are pleased to be able to continue adding value. By providing opportunities to teens within their own communities, After School Matters is maximizing existing infrastructure and helping to revitalize neighborhoods.
About After School Matters
We are a non-profit organization that offers Chicago teens innovative out-of-school activities through science37, sports37, tech37, words37 and the nationally-recognized gallery37 programs. We provide these programs through a network of public and private partnerships that include the City of Chicago, Chicago Public Schools, Chicago Park District, Chicago Public Library and Community-Based Organizations throughout the city. Our hands-on programs expose teens to rewarding careers and helps them to develop marketable job skills.
Through After School Matters, teens participate in activities that keep them engaged, learning, and safe while developing their potential. Our vision drives a mission that emphasizes the importance of public partnerships and the potential of Chicago teens. Our values underscore and guide our work. VISION Chicago's teens need to believe they have a future, and adults need to help them get there.
MISSION
To create a network of out-of-school opportunities, including apprenticeship and drop-in programs, for teens in underserved communities.
After School Matters achieves its mission by:
• Aligning and maximizing neighborhood physical and programmatic resources; • Solidifying partnerships between citywide agencies and organizations; and • Mobilizing creative, coordinated, and sustainable investment in teens.
VALUES
At After School Matters, we are a dedicated team of professionals who:
• Believe in the talent, creativity, and energy of teenagers and the contributions they make to our communities; • Embrace the power of collaboration with people of all backgrounds; • Encourage innovative, thoughtful decision-making and continuous improvement; • Cultivate leadership, support career development, and acknowledge achievement; and • Foster a caring, creative, and dynamic work environment.
After School Matters is one of the largest after-school initiatives in the nation serving teenagers. We have grown to 63 neighborhood campus sites. Each "campus" consists of the local school, park, and library in that neighborhood. Every year, a team of more than 1,000 talented instructors, school liaisons, Chicago Park District specialists, librarians, and Community-Based Organizations work together to administer our programs. They work collaboratively to support an expansive, highly coordinated network of opportunities for teenagers-helping to revitalize Chicago's communities and enrich the lives and futures of teens throughout the city. • Boys and Girls Club -Union League
• Boys and Girls Club -Yancey
• BUILD, Inc.
• Cambodian Association of • Sunlight African Community Center
• Sunshine Gospel Ministries
• Tap Roots Inc.
• Terry Town Child Care Center
• The Abraham Lincoln Centre
• The Ark of St. Sabina
• The Art Institute of Chicago
• The Beloved Community
• The Center for the Arts at Little City Foundation
• The Chicago Lighthouse for the Blind and Visually Impaired
• The Children's CenterWestern
• The Journeymen
• The Miracle Center
• The Parkways Activity Center
• The Playground Theater
• The Resource Center-City Farm
• The Salvation Army Red Shield Head Start Program
• The Second City
• The Support Group
• The Young People's Project, Inc.
• True Star Foundation
• True to Life Foundation
• Umoja Student Development Corp.
• United Church of Rogers Park
• University of Illinois at Chicago
• Urban Solutions
• Urban Student Empowered Foundation
• Urban Sustainability Authority
• Vereva Nursery (Ada S. McKinley)
• Vietnamese Association of Illinois
• Vittum Theater June 30, 2009 and 2008 , and the related statements of activities and cash flows for the fiscal years then ended. These financial statements are the responsibility of the Organization's management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audits.
We conducted our audits in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audits provide a reasonable basis for our opinion.
In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of After School Matters, Inc. as of June 30, 2009 and 2008 , and the changes in its net assets and its cash flows for the fiscal years then ended in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. Chicago, Illinois February 26, 2010 
